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POLICY: It is the policy of the Intensive Foster Care/Adoption Program that foster/adoptive parents adhere to the following procedures regarding medication:

PROCEDURE:

1. All prescription and non-prescription medications will be locked at all times.

2. If medication is prescribed, foster/adoptive parent will not start or stop any prescription or non-prescription medication without the permission of a psychiatrist or physician. All current medication will be reported to the physician or psychiatrist to ensure that medications do not react with each other.

3. It is the responsibility of the foster/adoptive parent to ensure that the foster/adoptive child is provided with new medication within 12 hours of receiving the new prescription. If the foster/adoptive parent has difficulty obtaining the prescription, s/he must notify Community Care Services immediately.

4. Foster/adoptive children are not allowed to keep in their possession or take medication prescribed or over-the-counter without direct supervision.

5. Foster/adoptive parents will open the medication, place medication in a cup or a napkin, and watch the child take the medication. The foster/adoptive parent will then complete a mouth check.

6. If the child refuses to take medication, the Clinician will be notified within 24 hours and proper documentation is to be made to the medication log.

7. If medication is to be administered at school, the Foster/adoptive Parent is to give medication to the school nurse in a prescription bottle with instructions for administering obtained from the pharmacy. The child may not, under any circumstances, bring the medication to the school nurse. Foster/Adoptive Parent will obtain an additional container with instructions for administering medication from the pharmacy at the time prescription is filled.

8. If medication needs to leave the home wit the child, (ie: school, respite, parent, day care, etc.) the medication in a prescription bottle with marked instruction is to be handed to the supervising adult by the Foster/Adoptive Parent with only the amount of medication needed for the visit. For schools, we suggest you give them a 30 day supply. Under no circumstances can foster/adoptive children be allowed to transport their own medication.
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9. Foster/adoptive parents are responsible for obtaining and completing medication logs for all prescription and over-the-counter drugs administered. Medication logs may be obtained from staff.

10. By the fifth of each month, the foster/adoptive parent will turn in the medication sheet with their signature for the previous month.

11. Medication logs must be submitted each month whether medication was given that month or not. Foster Care Clinicians will sign the logs when received, prior to adding logs to case records.

12. If the foster/adoptive parent fails to adhere to any part of the medication policy, a written warning will be issued. Three such written warnings will constitute grounds for termination.
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