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POLICY: 

It is the policy of the Intensive Foster Care/Adoption program that as part of a client’s independent living skills and discharge planning we encourage most children to obtain their driver’s license. Foster/Adoptive Parents should work closely with the child’s Clinician and Department social worker to discuss the appropriateness of this goal. 

PROCEDURE:

Due to the serious responsibility and liability placed on the foster parent and the agency should an accident occur and for the safety of the child in the program, the following policies should be adhered to:

1. Close supervision should be given to the foster/adoptive child when filling out a learner’s permit and license application. Failure to report whether an individual is on any medication can have certain consequences.

2. Foster/adoptive children, regardless of whether insurance is purchased, should never be allowed to drive a foster parent’s car. The child will need to purchase road lessons through a driver’s education agency.

3. Foster/adoptive children under the age of 18 may not register and drive their own vehicle while placed in the program.

4. At the age of 18 foster/adoptive children may earn the privilege of owning their own vehicle as part of their plan towards young adulthood. Some restrictions around the use of the car may be set. 

5. (Rhode Island Program) In compliance with the Department of Children, Youth and Families guidelines, foster/adoptive children under the age of eighteen are not allowed to drive cars.
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