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POLICY: 

It is the policy of the Intensive Foster Care program that foster/adoptive children in our care are evaluated at crisis centers when they are either suicidal, homicidal, or can not keep themselves safe. Foster/Adoptive Parents should access the on-call system to evaluate whether a child should go to crisis. Once the on-call clinician determines the child should go to crisis to be evaluated by the crisis team, foster/adoptive parents should follow the outlined procedure without question.

PROCEDURE:

1. If child is unsafe to transport in your car, call the police. They will either transport the child themselves, or call an ambulance. Foster/adoptive parent will then meet the child at the crisis center.

2. If the child is safe to transport, the foster/adoptive parent will bring the child to their local crisis center.

3. The crisis center will need basic demographic information as well as the child’s insurance card. If you do not have the information, Community Care Services will assist you in making sure you get what you need.

4. After the child is evaluated, the foster/adoptive parent should call the on-call person back to let them know the outcome of the evaluation.

5. Keep in mind that the evaluation can take a very long time. Depending on how busy the crisis team is and the time of day or night, it can take hours. It can be very frustrating for everyone. Just try to be patient. If you feel something in the evaluation process is not working right, please call the on-call clinician and he-she will help you advocate for what you feel should happen.
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