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POLICY: It is the policy of the Department of Early Education and Care and the   Intensive Foster Care & Adoption Program that if a client or another collateral resource raises an issue of maltreatment or neglect, a 51A/CANTS will be filed on behalf of the client. It is the intent of the program to conduct internal investigations of any report or suspected incidents of child abuse or neglect and for any other serious incidents that may occur.
PROCEDURE:

1. The 51A/CANTS will be filed with the appropriate DSS/DMH/DCYF/DYS office.

2. Staff involved will complete an incident report, which is forwarded to the Department of Early Education and Care within 24 hours.

3. Foster/adoptive parents will notify Community Care Services immediately when a 51A/CANTS has been filed on themselves or any household member by someone other than Community Care Services. 

4. The client’s removal from a foster/adoptive home will occur pending the outcome of the internal investigation, which may or may not include a completed DSS/DCYF/DMH/DYS investigation.

5. The foster/adoptive parent will meet with the Parent Supervisor and Clinician to discuss the incident. All parties involved will be interviewed.

6. Client records and foster/adoptive parent charts (including homestudy and/or annual re-evaluation) will be reviewed by the Program Director.

7. If a 51A/CANTS is supported, the Foster/adoptive Parent’s contract with the agency will be terminated and the foster/adoptive home will be closed.
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